
The Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use of
Biodiversity provide a framework for assisting Governments, indigenous
and local communities, resource managers, the private sector and other







Foreword
Biological diversity is important for life on Earth and is one of the pillars of 
sustainable development.  Our continued deriving of benefits from biodiversity,
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The present publication, which is part of a series of CBD guidelines, is intended
to raise awareness and communicate the principles and guidelines to a wider
audience and to stimulate the necessary action for their implementation. Success
stories and lessons learned from their implementation should be reported to the
Secretariat at: secretariat@biodiv.org.
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Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity1It is recognized that, throughout the principles, rationale and operational guidelines, the term 





Review existing regulations to see if they can be used for 
delegating rights; amend regulations where needed and possible;
and/or draft new regulations where needed. Throughout local custom
and traditions (including customary law where recognized) should 
be considered;

Refer to the programme of work related to the implementation 
of Article 8(j) with regard to indigenous and local community 
issues (decision V/16), implement and integrate tasks relevant for the
sustainable use of biodiversity components, in particular element 3,
tasks 6, 13 and 14;

Provide training and extension services to enhance the capacity of
people to enter into effective decision-making arrangements as well as
in implementation of sustainable use methods;

Protect and encourage customary use of biological resources that is
sustainable, in accordance with traditional and cultural practices
(Article 10(c)).

Practical principle 3: International, national policies, laws and regulations
that distort markets  which contribute to habitat 
degradation or otherwise generate perverse incentives
that undermine conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity, should be identified and removed 
or mitigated4.

Rationale: Some policies or practices induce unsustainable 
behaviours that reduce biodiversity, often as 
unanticipated side effects as they were initially 
designed to attain other objectives. For example, some
policies that encourage domestic over production often
generate perverse incentives that undermine the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.
Eliminating subsidies that contribute to illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing and to over-capacity,
as required by the WSSD Plan of Implementation in
order to achieve sustainable fisheries, is a further 
instance of the recognition of the need to remove 
perverse incentives. 
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4 See principle 4 of the ecosystem approach.
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Operational guidelines

Identify economic mechanisms, including incentive systems and 
subsidies at international, national levels that are having a negative
impact on the potential sustainability of uses of biological diversity;

Remove those systems leading to market distortions that result in
unsustainable uses of biodiversity components;

Avoid unnecessary and inadequate regulations of uses of biological
diversity because they can increase costs, foreclose opportunities, 
and encourage unregulated uses thus decreasing the sustainability 
of the use.
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Operational guidelines

Ensure management practices do not impair the capacity of 
ecosystems to deliver goods and services that may be needed some
distance from the site of use. Fn -72ample, selective cutting of timber







Establish mechanisms involving the collaborating states to ensure that
sustainable use of transboundary resources does not negatively impact
the ecosystem capacity and resilience.

Practical principle 9: An interdisciplinary, participatory approach should be
applied at the appropriate levels of management and
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Practical principle 11: Users of biodiversity components should seek to 
minimize waste and adverse environmental impact 
and optimize benefits from uses. 

Rationale: Users should seek to optimize management and to improve
selectivity of extractive uses through environmentally
friendly techniques, so that waste and environmental
impacts are minimized, and socio-economic and ecological
benefits from uses are optimized.  

Operational guidelines 

Eliminate perverse incentives and provide economic incentives for
resource managers to invest in development and/or use of more 
environmentally friendly techniques, e.g., tax exemptions, funds
available for productive practices, lower loan interest rates, 
certification for accessing new markets;

Establish technical cooperation mechanisms in order to guarantee the
transfer of improved technologies to communities;

Endeavour to have an independent review of harvests to ensure that
greater efficiencies in harvest or other extractive uses do not have a
deleterious impact on the status of the resource being used or its
ecosystem;
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Rationale: Indigenous and local communities and local stakeholders
often shoulder significant costs ol 72go benefists f



stakeholders, including indigenous and local communities, who are
directly dependent on the resource to have access to alternatives.

Practical principle 13: The costs of management and conservation of 



Practical principle 14: Education and public awareness programmes on 
conservation and sustainab pr9ushould be 
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