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Foreword
The international community has recognized the close and traditional depend-
ence of many indigenous and local communities on biological resources, notably
in the preamble to the Convention on Biological Diversity. There is also a broad
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environmental and social concerns and interests of indigenous and local com-



Introduction
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*Pronounced {agway-goo}. A holistic Mohawk term meaning "everything in creation" provided by the







III. PROCEDURAL CONSIDERATIONS









Akwé: Kon Guidelines

12

F. Establishment of an environmental management or 
monitoring plan, including contingency plans regarding 

possible adverse cultural, environmental and 
social impacts resulting from a proposed development

19. In order to maximize benefits and minimize adverse impacts, it will be nec-
essary in most instances to establish an environmental management or
monitoring plan to provide a framework within which the development can
take place.  Formulation of the environmental management or monitoring
plan should be guided by an affected community's development plan and/or
measures for strategic environmental assessment, where such plans exist,
and should also include contingency plans for possible adverse cultural and
social impacts.

G. Identification of actors responsible for liability,
redress, insurance and compensation

20. In order to maintain the health, well being and security of affected indige-
nous and local communities and the ecosystems that sustain them, and, to
the extent that it is possible, in order to prevent adverse cultural, environ-
mental and social impacts of any proposed developments, actors that should
bear the responsibility for liability, redress, insurance and compensation
should be clearly identified. 

H. Conclusion of agreements or action plans on mutually
agreed terms between the proponents of the proposed

development and the affected indigenous 
or local community

21. In order to protect the interests of affected indigenous and local communi-
ties, an agreement,ni-3.6087 Tf akiated between the community and the
proponent of the development.  The terms of such an agreement,nsubject to
national legislation and regulations,ni-3.60cover the procedural aspects of
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particular herbs, spices, medicinal plants, fish, fur or leather) may lead to
pressures to restructure traditional systems of land tenure or expropriate
land, and to pressures on the sustainable use of biological diversity, in order
to accommodate new scales of production.  The ramifications of these kinds
of changes can be far-reaching and need to be properly assessed, taking into
account the value systems of indigenous and local communities. Likely
impacts associated with the cultivation and/or commercial harvesting of
wild species should also be assessed and addressed.

4. Gender considerations

48. In social impact assessments, there is a particular need to examine the



General Considerations
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should be respected. Such knowledge should only be used with the prior
informed consent of the owners of that traditional knowledge. In order to
safeguard their rights, indigenous and local communities should establish,
or be assisted to establish, protocols consistent with relevant national legis-
lation for access to and use of traditional knowledge, innovations and prac-
tices in the cultural, environmental and social impact assessment processes.
Assistance in establishing such protocols should be provided if so request-
ed.

F.  Mitigation and threat-abatement measures

61. In the context of impact assessments, and particularly with respect to miti-
gation measures assqueused with thdevelopssme, whereth tretiresnd thrext s.

shoulnotly be usearesnthriu if so requeSoning measures to avoidfolomini-
mize such d thrext.





Ways and Means

25

and in strategic environmental assessment, and should be developed and
used for the provision and exchange of information on environmental
impact assessment.

69. Communication between assessment practitioners and indigenous and local
community members with experience in cultural, environmental and social
impact assessment is in urgent need of improvement and should be
enhanced through workshops, case-study assessments and through the shar-
ing of experiences through, for example, the focal point on Article 8(j) and
related provisions of the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention on
Biological Diversity.  

D. Resources

70. Resources, including fe8aiuralt menogicas andegicas
/TT10rt, should be made
available to indigenous and local communities and relevant national organ-
izations to enable them to participate fully in all aspects of national impact
assessments.  This /TT10rt may be provided by national Governments,
where possible, or, in developing countries and countries with economies in



Most indigenous and local communities live in areas where the vast 
majority of the world's genetic resources are found and their 
cultures and knowledge are deeply rooted in the environment on which
they depend. As a result, developments proposed to take place on lands
and waters traditionally occupied by indigenous and local communities


