






INTRODUCTION

Biological diversity—the variety within and among species and ecosystems—is
essential for our planet, human well-being and to the livelihood and cultural integrity of







(f) Evolutionary approach



(b) To provide Parties and stakeholders with a transparent framework to
facilitate access to genetic resources and ensure fair and equitable
sharing of benefits;

(c) To provide guidance to Parties in the development of access and benefit-
sharing regimes;





(h) Mechanisms for the effective participation of indigenous and local
communities while promoting the objective of having decisions and
processes available in a language understandable to relevant indigenous
and local communities.

15. The competent national authority(ies) that have the legal power to grant prior
informed consent may delegate this power to other entities, as appropriate.

C. Responsibilities

16. Recognizing that Parties and stakeholders may be both users and providers,
the following balanced list of roles and responsibilities provides key elements to be
acted upon:

(a) Contracting Parties which are countries of origin of genetic resources, or



(b) In the implementation of mutually agreed terms, users should:







C. Prior informed consent

24. As provided for in Article 15 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which
recognizes the sovereign rights of States over their natural resources, each Contracting
Party to the Convention shall endeavour to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environmentally sound uses by other Contracting Parties and fair
and equitable sharing of benefits arising from such uses. In accordance with Article 15,
paragraph 5, of the Convention on Biological Diversity, access to genetic resources shall













Mechanisms for benefit-sharing

49. Mechanisms for benefit-sharing may vary depending upon the type of
benefits, the specific conditions in the country and the stakeholders involved. The
benefit-sharing mechanism should be flexible as it should be determined by the



54. The individual collector or institution on whose behalf the collector 
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