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Foreword
Tourism is one of the world’s fastest growing industries. It is also a source of
increasing stress on fragile ecosystems. Its social, economic and environmental
impacts are immense and complex, not least because tourism concentrates on
vulnerable natural and cultural sites. Short-term gains may take precedence over
long-term environmental considerations, such as the conservation and sustain-
able use of biological diversity. However, natural ecosystems and biological
resources that may be threatened by tourism development provide the very goods
and services that underpin the tourism industry. 









GUIDELINES ON BIODIVERSITY
AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

International guidelines for activities related to sustainable
tourism development in vulnerable terrestrial, marine and
coastal ecosystems and habitats of major importance for
biological diversity and protected areas, including fragile

riparian and mountain ecosystems

A. SCOPE

1. The present Guidelines are voluntary and represent a range of opportunities
for local, regional, national governments, indigenous and local communi-
ties and other stakeholders to manage tourism activities in an ecological,
economic and socially sustainable manner. They can be flexibly applied to
suit different circumstances and domestic institutional and legal si dins.r

















4. Legislation and control measures 

30. Respect for existing national legislation and appropriate regulatory mecha-
nisms and tools, such as land-use planning, protected area management
plans, environmental assessment, building regulations and standards for
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(m) Contingency plans for handling accidents, emergencies or bankrupt-
cies that may occur during construction and use of facilities and which
may threaten the environment and the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity;

(n) Environmental and cultural sustainability audits and review of exist-
ing tourism activities and developments and of the effectiveness with
which impact management is being applied to existing tourism activ-
ities and developments;   

(o) Mitigation measures for existing impacts, and appropriate funding to
support them.  Such measures should include development and imple-
mentation of compensation measures in cases when tourism has
resulted in negative environmental, cultural, and socio-economic
effects, taking into consideration the range of redress and compensa-
tion measures.

50. Governments, in cooperation with biodiversity managers, those communi-
ties that would be affected by the proposals, and other stakeholders, would
normally assess the need for impact management in addition to any man-
agement measures included in the proposals under consideration. All stake-
holders should understand the importance of such impact management.

51. The tourism industry can assist in promoting corporate policies on sustain-
able tourism and biodiversity, with defined goals, monitoring and reporting
their progress publicly on a regular basis.7m. Decistio-mtakingg



54. The decision-making process should be transparent, accountable, and apply
the precautionary approach.  Legal mechanisms should be put in place for









complex and dynamic nature of ecosystems and the absence of completeknowledge or understanding of their functioning.  Ecosystem processes are M a n a g e m e n t  m u s t  b e  a d a p t i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  s u c h 2 u n c e r - t a i n t i e s  a n d  c o n t a i n  e l e m e n t s  o f  “ l e a r n i n g - b y - d o i n g ”  o r  r e s e a r c h 2 f e e d b a c k .s h i p s  a r e  n o t  y e t  f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y 2 . o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  i s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  w h i c hi n v o l v e  a  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s ,  w h i c h  h e l p s  t o  a d a p t  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  a n d  p r a c -t i c e s  t o  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  a r e  b e i n g  m a n a g e d  a n d  m o n i t o r e d . A d a p t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  s h o u l d  a l s o  t a k e  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  a p p r o a c h 2 f u l l yi n t o  a c c o u n t . e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a c t  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  b e l i e f  i n  c e r t a i n t i e s .



In all cases, maintenance of the balance between tourism and biodiversity
will require close interaction between tourism managers and biodiversity
managers, and appropriate frameworks for management and dialogue are
likely to need to be established.







88. Education and awareness-raising is required at all levels of government.
This should include processes for increasing mutual understanding between
relevant ministries, including joint and innovative approaches for dealing
with tourism and environmental issues. 

89. Awareness should also be increased within and outside government that
vulnerable ecosystems and habitats are often located within lands and
waters occupied or used by indigenous and local communities.

90. The tourism sector as a whole, along with tourists should be encouraged to
minimize any negative impacts and maximize positive impacts on biodiver-
sity and local cultures associated with their consumption choices and
behaviour, for example through voluntary initiatives. 

91. It is also important to raise awareness within the academic sector responsi-
ble for training and research on issues regarding the interaction between
biological diversity and sustainable tourism, of the role that they can play
concerning puban8(Educati,ey imprsi-buildining and awareness-raisinonnd)Tj
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